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MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN ADVISORY COMMITTEE   
on Wednesday 13th October at 6.30pm in the Council Chamber of Colne Town Hall 

 
In attendance: Cllr. D Cockburn-Price, Cllr. S Cockburn-Price (Chairman), Mr. P Foxley (Co-opted), Cllr. A 
Mann, Cllr. J Nixon, Mr. J Stanford (Co-opted), Cllr. H Thomas and Cllr B Wildman (Vice-Chairman). 
 
Others in attendance: Miss. G Langley (Responsible Financial Officer), Cllr. E Hurley, Cllr. K Mcnulty and Mr. 
M Wellock (Kirkwells Planning Consultant). 
 

1. Welcome 
The Chairman welcomed all to the October 2021 Neighbourhood Plan Advisory Committee (NPAC) meeting 
of Colne Town Council.  

 

2. Apologies 
No apologies were received.  

 

3. Minutes 
To approve as a correct record the Minutes of the meeting held on Monday 23rd August 2021. 
 
The Minutes of the meeting held on Monday 23rd August were accepted as a true and accurate record.  
 
Proposed by Cllr. D Cockburn-Price   Seconded by Cllr. B Wildman 
Approved by Committee 
 
 

4. Declarations of Interest 
To receive any declarations of interest from Members relating to any item on the agenda in accordance 
with the provisions of the Code of Conduct and/or indicate if S106 of the Local Government Finance Act 
1992 applies to them. 
 
No declarations were received. 
 

5. Public Forum 
To consider questions, statements or petitions from members of the public who are welcome to the 
meeting and have a total collectively of 15 minutes to make their representations to the Committee. 
 
Mr. R Thorley, who was representing the Barrowford Road Playing Fields Group, spoke about the Spinney 
area, next to the playing fields on Barrowford Road. 

 
6.  The Spinney adjoining the Barrowford Road Playing Fields. 
To consider a letter received from the Barrowford Road Playing Fields Group, regarding the Spinney on 
Barrowford Road. 
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Following a short discussion, it was proposed that Colne Town Council formally write to Pendle Borough 
Council to request that the area be re-assessed in terms of tree preservation. It was also proposed by the 
Chairman that the Spinney area is separated from the playing fields in the CNDP, and the maps changed 
accordingly. 
 
Proposed by Cllr. S Cockburn-Price   Seconded by Cllr. H Thomas 
Approved by Committee 
 
 

7. Locality Grant Funding 
To receive an update from the Responsible Financial Officer regarding the recently submitted application. 
 
The Responsible Financial Officer informed the Committee that Colne Town Council have been deemed 
eligible to receive the additional funding available for the provision of affordable housing. An application 
has been submitted and a grant offer of £6,700 awarded. This funding was credited to the Town Council’s 
bank account on 11th October 2021. Members of the Advisory Committee thanked Miss Langley for making 
this additional application on their behalf. 
 

Landscape Assessment 
To review the final draft of the Landscape Assessment and consider any additions or alterations that may 
be required. 
 
Following a lengthy discussion, it was agreed that the Landscape Assessment is an important element of 
the evidence base for the Colne Neighbourhood Development Plan (CNDP), and as such, it is important that 
the document is as user friendly as it can be. 
 
A number of errors were pointed out that would need to be rectified before the document is approved. 
 
The Committee agreed that an alternative, more intuitive form of mapping, would benefit the report. 
 
Action: The RFO will send details of this discussion to the Landscape Consultant, to enable any changes 
to be made in a timely manner. As per the report presented, the RFO will obtain authorisation for the 
additional expenditure, from the Chairman of the Finance, Employment & Services (FES) Committee via 
email. 

 
8. Colne Design Code 
To receive an update on the progress made towards introducing a design code within the CNDP. 
 
Committee Members were informed that the second iteration of the Colne Design Code document was 
received just yesterday, Tuesday 12th October. Both the Chairman and the Planning Consultant have 
reviewed the document and have encountered a few errors that need to be amended before the document 
is shared with a wider audience. 
 
The Chairman reiterated that although some mistakes have been found, the document is very thorough, 
and is an excellent addition to the evidence base for the CNDP. 
 
Action: The Chairman and the Planning Consultant to send details of their review to the Design Code 
team at AECOM. 
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9. Viability Analysis 
To receive a verbal update on the progress by Locality of the Viability Analysis. 
 
The Chairman informed the Committee that the re-review of the baseline viabilities for the CNDP has been 
completed and forwarded to the Locality Viability Consultant. Unfortunately, the Locality Consultant has 
been unable to commence the additional analysis to change the focus of the viability study, owing to a 
family emergency. As others are unable to pick up this work in his absence, the Town Council will just have 
to wait until the Consultant becomes available. 
 

10. List of Non-Designated Heritage Assets 
To receive a verbal update on the progress of the List of Non-Designated Heritage Assets by the Chairman. 
 
The Chairman informed the Committee that all the photographs have been completed, along with the 
majority of the write-ups and the map regressions for Alkincoates. 
 
This just leaves the explanation for Alkincoates, Holy Trinity and the Little Theatre to complete. 
Thanks to Cllr. E Hurley, we now have a map of all the Non-Designated Heritage Assets, in answer to some 
of the comments received during the Regulation 14 Consultation. 
 
The only thing then left to do, is to add the additions to the index, and incorporate the photos and wording 
into the main document. 
 

11. Colne Marketing Prospectus 
To consider the final draft of the Colne Marketing Prospectus for the Committee’s approval. 
 
Committee Members confirmed that they were satisfied that all of their previous concerns have now been 
resolved and approved the final draft to be viewed alongside the CNDP. 
 
Proposed by Cllr. S Cockburn-Price   Seconded by Cllr. J Nixon 
Approved by Committee 
 

 
12. CNDP6/11 Knotts Drive (Khyber Street) 
To discuss and consider this site’s inclusion as an area suitable for development. 
 
The Planning Consultant stated that he would not recommend re-opening the scoring for this site, as this 
was done in good faith by the previous group using a sound methodology. If this Committee wishes to 
reconsider the site’s inclusion for future development, then this should be done so using suitable and valid 
planning reasons. 
 
There followed a discussion on the site’s suitability for development and a number of reasons were given to 
support the removal of the site from the current list. 
 

• The area marked out in the CNDP actually comprises three sections of land that are held by three 
different owners. 

• The area is very small, very tight and quite hilly, and there is a question on whether an available site 
could be assembled. 

• One of the three sections contains children’s play equipment, two benches and has a signed 
footpath. Another section is a greenfield site with over one hundred trees on it, and the third section 
contains an electric substation. 
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The Planning Consultant confirmed that all the reasons given were valid planning reasons. Consequently, it 
was proposed that the site be removed from the list of sites deemed suitable for development. 
 
Proposed by Cllr. B Wildman   Seconded by Cllr. H Thomas 
Approved by Committee 
 
 

13. Work still to be completed 
Details of ongoing work, and any amendments or additions that need to be completed before the 
documents can be submitted to the Local Authority for Regulation 15. 
 
The Committee are still waiting for the second stage of the viability study to be completed, and the 
Planning Consultant’s review of the CNDP, once the document has been received. 
 
The Chairman asked the Planning Consultant when the MOT checklist should be ordered. Given that 
Locality have said the this can be turned around very quickly, it was suggested that the Committee waits 
until the Viability Study has been received, and the other documents have been finalised. The current 
version of the CNDP is not yet ready for the checklist. 
 
The Planning Consultant stated that if it came to light that the viability study would not be completed for 
quite some time, then it may be better to revise the plan as far as we can, with the knowledge that we 
haven’t got the most up to date results for the viability. The checklist mainly concentrates on policy and 
wording, so we could still move through to the MOT without having the final version of the report. 
 
It was agreed to aim for final sign off of the CNDP at the Full Council meeting on 21st December 2021. 

 
14. Items for a future month’s Agenda 
Points raised under this item are for information only, any debate should be limited to five minutes only 
and to consider them for the agenda for a future month. 
 
No items were raised. 
 

15. Date & Time of Next Regular Meeting 
The next Neighbourhood Plan Advisory Committee meeting is still to be confirmed. The meeting will focus 
mainly on the Design Code for Colne. 
 
The meeting concluded at 8.01 p.m. 
 
 

 


