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MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE ALLOTMENTS COMMITTEE   

on Tuesday 9th March 2021 at 6:30pm  
via Zoom Video Conferencing 

 
 
 

Councillors in attendance:  Cllr. A Mann (Chairman), Cllr. M Chung,. Cllr. D Clamp and  
 Cllr B Wildman A Mann (Chairman), Cllr. P Howarth, Cllr. D Clamp and Cllr. M  
 
Others in attendance:  Mr. E Dennison (Allotments Officer) 
 
 
1. Welcome 
 The Chairman welcomed all to the March Allotments Committee meeting of Colne Town Council.  
 
2. Apologies 
 Apologies had been received from Cllr. P Howarth for the meeting. 
 
3. Minutes 
 To approve as a correct record the Minutes of the meeting held on Tuesday 8th December 2020 
 
 The Minutes of the meeting held on the 8th December 2020 were accepted as a true and accurate 

record. 
 
 Proposed: Cllr. D Clamp     Seconded: Cllr. M Chung  
 Approved by the Committee. 
 
4 Declarations of Interest 
 To receive any declarations of interest from Members relating to any item on the agenda in 

accordance with the provisions of the Code of Conduct and/or indicate if S106 of the Local 
Government Finance Act 1992 applies to them. 

 
 No declarations were received. 
 
5 Public Forum and Plot Holders Requests 
 To consider questions, statements, or petitions from members of the public who are welcome to the 

meeting and have a total collectively of 15 minutes to make their representations to the Committee.
  

 No members of the public were present. 
 
6.  Exclusion of the Public 
 To determine during which items, if any, the public are to be excluded from the meeting. 
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7.  Allotment Waiting Lists and Allocations. 
 To receive a verbal report updating Members on vacancies and allocations arising since their last 

meeting and to review the current waiting list.  
 

 Two Plots on Basil Street which had been held back for maintenance work to be completed have now 
been offered and are waiting to book in a time to sign up. A further vacancy on Carry Lane has been 
offered and recently accepted. 

 

 There was evidence of plot holders starting to cultivate the Broken Banks plots and whilst most of the 
plots had been allocated three plots remain. It was hoped that with some additional work these could 
be allocated shortly. 

 

 Since the last meeting four new people submitted applications for allotments and they had been 
added to the waiting list. 

 
8.  Allotment Awards 2021 
 To consider the proposals for the 2021 Allotment Awards. 
 

 With the current concerns regarding Covid 19 it was proposed to run the allotment photo competition 
this year as visiting plots with plot holders present may be problematic. It was proposed that the Best 
Shed category be removed from this year’s competition as there had been no entries in this category 
the previous year. It was understood that plot holders may be reluctant to enter their sheds in case 
this encouraged break ins. The categories would be Best CTC Allotment photo, Best New Plot Holders 
Plot Photo, Best Young Gardener and Best Allotment Photo. The best allotment photo would be 
determined by a public vote, winners in the other categories would be decided by a judging panel. 

 

 Notices would be sent out to plot holders at the beginning of April with the deadline for entries being 
the 4th of July. The public vote would take place between the 12th and 25th July and the winners 
announced on the 30th of July. 

 

 Proposed: Cllr. D Clamp     Seconded: Cllr. M Chung  
 Approved by the Committee. 
 

9.  Allotment Finance  
 To update Members on allotment budget commitments and to consider priority projects for the next 

financial year.  
 

 The majority of existing committed expenditure had been completed or was nearing completion. 
Whilst additional items were to be purchased in the next few weeks, there would be an underspend in 
the budgets for tree works and for general repairs and maintenance this year. 

 

 The yearly expenditure on tree work was partly dependent on the weather but also on the extent of 
planned tree maintenance needed. A full tree audit of allotment sites had not been completed and 
consequently it was difficult to estimate what work would be needed in the near future. The larger 
allotment sites had been done with work being ordered. This left a number of the smaller sites to be 
assessed. These included Castle Road, Carr Road, Cook House, Granville Street, High Garth, Knotts 
Lane, New Oxford Street, River Street and Temple Street. 

 

 In the course of the year a number of potential projects had been identified including Sutherland 
Street water supply, erecting allotment site notice boards, purchase and planting of hedging, and a full 
tree audit. It was suggested these items be evaluated and added to the agenda for the next Allotments 
Committee meeting.  
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10.  Allotment Updates 
 To receive a verbal report to update Members in relation to general issues arising since the last 

meeting. 
 
 Alkincoates. 
 Fencing to the boundary with the park had been ordered and we were waiting on the contractor’s 

insurance coming through before work could start. 
 
 Concerns were raised by plot holders regarding the path to plot 13 and 14. The path was inspected 

shortly afterwards, by which time the plot holds had added additional drainage and rubble to the sides 
of the paving stones. A significant amount of water comes on to the site from the field above and 
further improvements might only be achieved by installing a new raised path. 

 
 A complaint had been received regarding one of the bottom plots being overshadowed by trees. On 

inspection most if not all of the trees were on the adjacent land. A visual inspection of the trees on the 
adjacent land had been undertaken by a tree surgeon. The inspection identified two trees with issues 
which have been reported to Pendle Councils Tree Officer, but any remedial action is unlikely to affect 
the overshadowing of the plot. In addition to the tall trees adjacent to the plot boundary there was a 
significant number of smaller beach trees which were likely to add to the problem in future years. 

 
 The Committees current policy is only to undertake tree work where the tree is on Colne Town Council 

land and where it is dangerous or likely to cause damage to property. 
 
 Basil Street. 
 The fencing work and the clearing of the banking had been completed. There was some additional 

work required to clear and treat the steps. The communal decking area also needed treating and it 
was hoped this could be completed shortly. 

 
 George V. 
 Open gate had lodged a planning application with Pendle which was currently being considered. Some 

clearance and fence work had been undertaken on adjacent plots though further work to improve the 
plots was needed. 

 
 Granville Street 
 Fencing work had been started but one of the posts had been put in the wrong location and needed to 

be relocated on the boundary line. The contractor had been made aware of this and would rectify the 
issue once the boundary line had been confirmed by Pendle Council. 

 
 Knotts Lane 
 A plot holder advised that a tree within their plot had died. The tree was assessed by a tree surgeon 

who advised that it was removed. An order was placed, and the tree was cut down earlier this year.  
 
 Montague Street 
 Plots on Montague Street had been inspected earlier this month. At the time of the inspection no 

chickens and ducks were found to be present on the site. A letter was sent to the plot holder advising 
that they should apply for consent from the Committee should they wish to keep ducks or chickens on 
site in future. The plot holder was advised that the Committee would consider any such request in 
light of the current livestock policy and the close proximity of the site to residential properties. 

 
11.  Items for next month’s Agenda 
 Points raised under this item are for information only, any debate should be limited to five minutes 

only and to consider them for the agenda for the next month. 
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 The committee were advised that any issue of significance requiring some decision from the 

committee should be included on the agenda so that the public could see what was coming up at the 
meetings and have the opportunity to voice their opinion. Consequently, members were asked to 
suggest items that they may wish to discuss at their next meeting. Councilors may also request the 
Allotment Officer add items to the agenda for the next meeting subject to them being received prior 
to the summons for that meeting being approved and published. 

 
 During lockdown a number of Pattern Street residents had developed a community allotment site in 

front of their properties on Pendle Council land. Whilst Pendle Council had not given consent to the 
development of the site, work was ongoing in an attempt to regularize the situation. The Committee 
were advised that this may or may not lead to a proposal to the FES Committee for the Town Council 
to manage the site on behalf of Pendle Council. It was suggested that Pattern Street Allotments be 
added to the agenda for the next meeting. 

 
12.  Date & Time of Next Regular Meeting 
 The next Allotments Committee meeting is scheduled provisionally for 8th June 2021 at 6.30pm. 
  
 Proposed: Cllr. D Clamp     Seconded: Cllr. M Chung  
 Approved by the Committee. 

 
Exclusion of the Public 
To consider the exclusion of the public from the meeting before discussion takes place on the following 
item of business on the grounds that, in view of the nature of the business to be transacted, if the public 
were present, there would be a disclosure to them of exempt information within the meaning of schedule 
12A to the Local Government Act 1972. 

 
PRIVATE ITEMS 
 
13.  South Valley Allotment Access (Private Item) 
 To update members on the land purchase proposals and the decision of the Finance, Employment & 

Services Committee (FES Committee) of the 12th February. 
 
 The Committee noted the report and decision of the Finance, Employment and Services Committee of 

the 12th February 2021. 
 
 Proposed: Cllr. M Chung     Seconded: Cllr. D Clamp  
 Approved by the Committee. 
 
 
 
 Membership of Committee 
 Cllr. A Mann (Chairman) Cllr. P Howarth (Vice Chairman) Cllr. D Clamp  
 Cllr. B Wildman Cllr. M Chung Mr. B Kibble 


