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Colne Town Council 
Allotment Committee 

 

Livestock Consents Policy 
(Reviewed July 2020) 

 

1. Introduction 
The Council manages 21 allotment sites totalling over 140 individual plots in various locations around 
the town. Historically, a number of plots have been used to keep livestock and, whilst the Allotment 
Agreement requires plot holders to obtain consent to keep livestock on their plots, this has not always 
been requested or documented.  
 
The Council has a duty under the Welfare of Animals Act 2006 to take steps to ensure that plot holders 
provide appropriate care of livestock on its allotment sites. This requires a knowledge of what livestock 
is being kept, the conditions under which it is kept and who is responsible for their care. It may also be 
called upon by the Department of Food and Fisheries to take action to assist in limiting the spread of 
disease.  
 
In addition, the Council has a responsibility to adjacent plot holders, local residents and businesses to 
ensure plots are responsibly managed and adequate steps are taken to ensure the safety of the public 
and to deter nuisance. Consequently, it may need to respond to livestock escaping their pens, rodent 
infestations and any welfare concerns. Consents for livestock introduce additional responsibilities, risk 
factors and work which the Committee must manage. 

 

2. Aims and Objectives 
The aim of this Policy is to establish a framework by which the keeping of livestock (including bees) on 
allotments can be effectively managed through the consent process. 
 
This Policy recognises the Council’s and plot holders’ responsibilities in the management of livestock 
and attempts to address the added risk and resource requirements that result. It also intended to 
provide transparency to the consent process and additional conditions that plot holders may need to 
satisfy. 
 
The objective of the Policy is to ensure that there is a working system of consents where the current 
range and numbers of livestock kept on allotments are reduced whilst giving the opportunity for 
individually approved plot holders to keep a limited amount of livestock where appropriate. 
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3. General Background 
The Allotment Agreement requires that plot holders apply for consent for the keeping of livestock on 
plots. The use of the term “livestock” covers all animals, birds and bees. 
 
Prior to April 2017, records of consents being granted were limited and did not accurately reflect the 
number of plots on which livestock were being kept. 

 
As part of the annual inspections, plots were visually surveyed where possible and a record made of 
livestock being kept on plots at that time. In the absence of formal records to the contrary, it may be 
presumed that consent was implied due to the length of time livestock had likely been on these plots.  
 
The record was used to draft the initial “Register of Consents (Livestock)” and is included as Appendix 
I. 
 
On 24th January 2018, the Committee agreed that:  

 
“no further consents would be given in respect of keeping of animals on allotment sites and that all 
new and perspective plot holders should be advised as such. Information provided to applicants and on 
the Council’s website should be updated accordingly”. 
(Item 6a - Pest Control) 
 
Consequently, plot holders entering agreements after 24th January 2018 have been advised of the 
Committee's decision that no additional consents would be granted for the keeping of livestock on 
plots. 
 
In April 2018, all plot holders were advised, via newsletter, that no further consents would be given and 
existing plot holders who had livestock on their plots were given notice that any existing consents 
(implied or otherwise) would come to an end on 1st January 2023. 
 
At a meeting of the Allotments Committee on 6th June 2018 in response to a plot holders enquiry, the 
Committee clarified that: 
 
“the Committee minute related only to a restriction on new applications for consents. It was the view 
of the Committee that existing consent holders would need reapply for consent to keep animals, 
showing compliance with the RSPCA guidelines. Existing consent holders would be asked to apply to 
renew their consents later this year”. 
 
At the Allotment Committee meeting of 12th December 2018 as a consequence of requests for further 
clarification, this Policy was drafted for consideration by the Committee at its meeting of 6th March 
2019.  

 

4. Application and Registration of Requests for Consent 
In compliance with the Allotment Agreement, plot holders are required to request written consent 
from the Council to keep livestock of any kind on a Colne Town Council allotment plot.  
 
It should not be presumed that the granting of consent would be a formality as, in future, only a limited 
number of plots are likely to be approved for consent within a given time period. In addition, those plot 
holders will need to demonstrate that the highest standards of animal husbandry and welfare can be 
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met and maintained to the satisfaction of the Committee for the period over which consent is being 
sought. 

 
Plot holders are given notice that all existing consents for livestock will come to an end on 1st January 
2023 unless a new application for consent is received and approved by the Committee in accordance 
with this Policy.  
 
All consents are to be detailed on the Council’s Register of Livestock Consents and which will be a 
matter of public record and available for inspection. 
 
Plot holders wishing to apply for consent must submit a signed Livestock Consent Request form 
(Appendix II) to the Allotment Officer for consideration. 
 
No livestock should be introduced onto the plot prior to the determination of the application for 
consent by the Allotments Committee.   
 
On receipt of a signed Livestock Consent Request form, the Allotment Officer will arrange with the 
allotment holder to inspect the plot and prepare a pre-assessment report for the Committee. The pre-
assessment report will give consideration to: 
 

a) the suitability for keeping livestock given its size and location of the plot; 
b) the existing and proposed provisions for livestock on the plot and the general level of 

cultivation; 
c) the history of compliance with allotment conditions; and 
d) the numbers of livestock current being kept on the site, and any local consultations undertaken. 

 
Where consent has not been previously given, the Allotment Officer will also arrange for an 
appropriate Public Consultation Notice (Appendix III) to be posted on the allotment site. 
 
The Committee may then determine whether consent is to be granted and the conditions that will be 
applied.  
 
Where approved by the Committee, the plot holder’s details will be added to the Register of Livestock 
Consents along with any conditions which must be complied with and the date that the consent will 
expire. A letter detailing the conditions and the process of review will be issued to the plot holder. 

 

5. Standard Conditions for Consent 
The Committee has set out a list of standard conditions to which consent will be subject. They may also 
determine additional conditions where appropriate. 
 
As part of the standard conditions, the plot holder must agree: 
 
a) To comply fully with all the terms of their Allotment Agreement. 
b) To maintain the plot and the internal/livestock fencing in good order.  
c) To ensure a minimum of 75% of the surface area of the plot is utilised for the growing of fruit and 

vegetables and no more than 25% is used for sheds and livestock. 
d) To ensure that no nuisance is caused to, or observed by, other plot holders or residents as a 

consequence of keeping livestock on the plot or through its general use and condition. 
e) To comply with guidance issued by the RSPCA and RSPB. 
f) To obtain and put to use a suitable treadle feeder for feeding foul kept on the plot. 
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g) To ensure the plot does not directly or indirectly contribute to a rodent infestation of the site and, 
where treatment becomes necessary to the plot or any adjacent area, the plot holder agrees to 
cover all costs incurred or the proportion of the costs incurred that, in the view of the Allotments 
Committee, is attributable to the plot. 

h) To indemnify the Council for any claim for loss or damages which may arise as a direct or indirect 
consequence of livestock being kept on the plot. 

i) To consent may only be given for a period of up to five years at any one time and will be subject to 
a satisfactory yearly review. This may require the completion and return of a self-assessment 
questionnaire.  

j) To reapply for consent six months prior to the expiry date of any consent given, should they wish to 
continue to keep livestock after that date. 

k) That consents are not transferable, either to other plots or to subsequent plot holders. 
l) That the Council is entitled at any time to withdraw consent at any time by giving the plot holder 12 

months’ notice of such in writing. 
m) That where, in the opinion of the Allotment Committee, the plot holder has breached the terms of 

the Allotment Agreement or the Consent Agreement, the Committee may withdraw their consent 
to keep livestock with immediate effect and without compensation by posting notice of the same to 
the plot holder’s last known address and/or by displaying a notice of such on the allotment site. 

 

6. General Restrictions and Exemptions 
Bees 
Plot holders wishing to apply for consent to keep bees will be required to provide evidence of 
undertaking appropriate training, to be current members of a recognised professional body and to be 
registered with the Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs (DEFRA). They will also need 
to detail what consultation has taken place with other plot holders on the site and residents prior to 
making their application. 

The application may be made by submitting a completed Livestock Consent Request Form to the 
Allotment Officer who will then arrange to visit the plot and prepare a pre-assessment report for 
consideration by the Allotments Committee. 
 
No hive may be introduced to the site prior to the Committee's full consideration of the application for 
consent. 

Hens 
It should not be presumed that the granting of consent is a formality as only a limited number of plots 
are likely to be approved for consent within any one-time period. Those plot holders seeking consent 
will need to demonstrate that they can meet and maintain the highest standards of animal husbandry 
and welfare to the satisfaction of the Committee. Any consents granted will also be: 

a) limited to a maximum number of six hens and no other livestock;  
b) for a period of no more than five years; 
c) subject to additional conditions and obligations as set out in the consent agreement; and 
d) subject to a successful annual review. 

 
The application may be made by submitting a completed Livestock Consent Request form to the 
Allotment Officer along with a self-assessment questionnaire. They will then arrange to visit the plot 
with the plot holder and prepare a pre-assessment report for consideration by the Allotments 
Committee. 

 
No livestock may be introduced to the site prior to the Committee's full consideration of the 
application for consent. 
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Other Livestock 
The Committee is aware that a number of plot holders have historically kept a wider selection of 
livestock on plots, including ducks, ferrets, geese and pigeons etc. The Committee will no longer give 
consent for livestock other than bees and a limited number of hens. All other livestock will need to be 
removed from allotment plots unless covered by the exemptions detailed below. 
 

Exemptions from Livestock Restrictions 
Plot holders who obtained consents to keep livestock prior to April 2018 may, at the discretion of the 
Committee be exempt from the general restrictions limiting the type and number of animals that may 
be kept where the plot holder can provide evidence that: 
 

a) The livestock for which consent is being sought, have been kept on the plot by the plot holder 
since April 2018. 

b) The plot holder has complied fully with the obligations of their Allotment Agreement and the 
requirements under which consent was previously granted. 

    
Bunkers Hill and the Stable at Alkincoates have historically been used to keep a broader range of 
livestock. Approval for horses and other livestock will continue to be considered by the Committee for 
these locations for the duration of the existing occupancies. 
 

7. Assessment of Requests for Consent 
Plot holders requesting consent must complete a Livestock Consent Request Form. When submitting 
the Livestock Consent Request Form, the applicant is required to sign the form indicating their 
agreement to the standard conditions on which consent may be granted. 

 
 

In the first instance, the request will be assessed by the Allotment Officer, who will determine if the 
application complies with the terms of this Policy and will compile a pre-assessment report for 
consideration by the Allotments Committee along with the application for consent. 
 
In considering the request, the Allotment Committee may add or alter the standard conditions if it so 
chooses. Any consent granted will be subject to the applicant signing an agreement confirming their 
acceptance of the additional or altered conditions and restrictions. 

 

8. Related Documents 
Appendix I   Register of Livestock Consents 
Appendix II  Livestock Consent Request Form 
Appendix III  Public Consultation Notice 
 
 

FURTHER INFORMATION PLEASE CONTACT:  

Eugene Dennison, Allotments Officer 

Colne Town Council, Colne Town Hall, Albert Road, Colne, BB8 0AQ  

Tel: 01282 332037 

Email: allotments@colnetowncouncil.org.uk  
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Colne Town Council 
Livestock Consents Register 

 

Plot  

 

Allotment Site 

 

Livestock 

 

Quantity 
    

Stables Alkincoates Allotments Horses  
15 Alkincoates Allotments Chickens  

18 & 19 Alkincoates Allotments Bees  
28 Alkincoates Allotments Chickens 

 
 

    
 Alkincoates West Of Bees  
    
    
 Bunkers Hill Chickens &  

Horses 
 

    
    

1 
 

2 
3 
4 

Carr Road 
 
Carr Road 
Carr Road 
Carr Road 

Hens 
Pigeons 
Hens 
Hens 
Cockatoos  

6 
10 

    
    

4 Carry Lane Chickens  
4b Carry Lane Allotments Bees & Chickens  

5 & 8 Carry Lane Allotments Chickens  
11 Carry Lane Allotments Chickens 

Cockerel 
 

 
1 

    
5, 6 & 7 George V (Intake) Allotments Geese &  

Pigeons 
 

    
    

1&3 Montague Street Allotments Birds,  
Chickens & 
Geese 
 

 

    
1 Temple Street Allotments Chickens  

3a Temple Street Allotments Chickens  
    
    

1 River Street Allotments Chickens 
 

 

  

Appendix I - Register of Consents 
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Appendix II – Livestock Consent Request From 
   Colne Town Council  

Livestock Consent Request 

   

Name 
  

Address 
  

 
  

 
  

    
I, as plot holder and in accordance with the terms of my Allotment Agreement, request consent from the 
Colne Town Council Allotment Committee to keep the following livestock upon: 

 
Plot No:                     On the Allotment Site 

   

Livestock to be kept Quantity & Purpose  

   
   
   

   
 
In requesting consent, I agree: 
a) To comply fully with all the terms of the Allotment Agreement. 
b) To maintain the plot and the internal/livestock fencing in good order.  
c) To ensure a minimum of 75% of the surface area of the plot is utilised for the growing of fruit and 

vegetables and no more than 25% is used for sheds and livestock. 
d) To ensure that no nuisance is caused to, or observed by, other plot holders or residents as a 

consequence of keeping livestock on the plot or through its general use and condition. 
e) To comply with guidance issued by the RSPCA and RSPB in respect of all animals and birds kept on the 

plot. 
f) To obtain and put to use a suitable treadle feeder for feeding any foul kept on the plot. 
g) To ensure the plot does not directly or indirectly contribute to a rodent infestation of the site and 

where treatment becomes necessary to the plot or any adjacent area, the plot holder agrees to cover 
all costs incurred or that proportion of the costs incurred that, in the view of the Allotments 
Committee, is attributable to the plot. 

h) To indemnify the Council for any claim for loss or damages which may arise as a direct or indirect 
consequence of livestock being kept on the plot. 

i) That consent may only be given for a period of up to five years at any one time and will be subject to a 
satisfactory periodic review/inspection of the plot.  

j) That the plot holder may reapply for consent should they wish to keep livestock after this date. 
k) That consents are not transferable, either to other plots or to subsequent plot holders. 
l) That the Council is entitled at any time to withdraw consent at any time by giving the plot holder 12 

months’ notice of such in writing. 
m) That where, in the opinion of the Allotment Committee, the plot holder has breached the terms of the 

Allotment Agreement or the Consent Agreement, the Committee may withdraw its consent to keep 
livestock with immediate effect and without compensation by posting notice of the same to the plot 
holder’s last known address and/or by displaying a notice of such on the allotment site. 
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Declaration 
 

I understand that, should I fail to keep to this agreement, the Council is entitled to withdraw any consents 
given with immediate effect and without compensation.  

 
Signed:  Date:               /         /20 
 

Please complete the contact details below. These will be used should we need to contact you in an 

emergency in relation to any animal welfare issues on the plot. 
 

Contact Details 

 

Plot Holder’s Name    

Home Address    

    

    

Home Phone No    

Mobile Phone No    

Work Phone No    

Email Address    

 

Additional Emergency Contacts ** 
(for when the plot holder is on holiday etc) 

    

Name    

Home Address    

    

    

Home Phone Number    

Mobile Phone Number    

 

Additional Notes 

 
 

 
 

** For your application to be fully considered, you are required to provide the contact details of someone 
not in your household, who has agreed to act on your behalf and is able to take responsibility for your 
animals in your absence (i.e. when you are on holiday or away on business)  
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Appendix III - Public Consultation Notice 

 
Public Notice 

Application to Keep Livestock 
 

AL001 / 2019 

In respect of 
 

[Plot 1, An Allotment Site] 

 

A request has been received to keep livestock on the above allotment plot which 
is managed by Colne Town Council. The Plot Holder has requested consent to 
keep up to and no more than: 
 

[6 Hens] 

 

This matter is due to be considered by the Colne Town Council Allotment 
Committee in accordance with its Livestock Consents Policy. This Policy also sets 
out the minimum conditions which the plot holder must satisfy for their 
application to be considered and the process by which it will be assessed. A copy 
of the Policy is available from the Council’s website. 
 

Where consent is granted, it is normally for a period of up to five years subject to 
the plot holder complying with any conditions attached to the consent 
agreement and passing annual reviews.   
 

Any persons wishing to raise concerns or objections in this matter should 
address them to the Allotments Officer at Colne Town Hall.  
 

 

FURTHER INFORMATION PLEASE CONTACT:  

Eugene Dennison, Allotments Officer 

Colne Town Council, Colne Town Hall, Albert Road, Colne, BB8 0AQ  

Tel: 01282 332037 

Email: allotments@colnetowncouncil.org.uk  

 

mailto:allotments@colnetowncouncil.org.uk

