
1 
 

 
MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE PLAYGROUND DEVELOPMENT WORKING GROUP   

on Tuesday, 28th January at 6 p.m. in the Council Chamber of Colne Town Hall 
 

In attendance: Councillor N. Butterworth, Mr. M. Carter (Sports & Play Consulting), Councillor D. Clegg 
(Chairman), Councillor D. Clamp, Councillor D. Cockburn-Price, Councillor D. Lord, Councillor A. Mann and 
Councillor J. Nixon. 
 
Officers in attendance: Miss G. Langley – Responsible Financial Officer (RFO), Mr. C. Hill (Advisory 
Consultant). 

 

1. Welcome 
The RFO welcomed all to the January meeting of the Playground Development Working Group of Colne 
Town Council.  

 

2. Apologies 
No apologies were received. 

  
3. Election of Chairman 
To Elect a Chairman for this newly established working group. 

 
Councillor D. Clegg to be elected as Chairman of the Playground Development Working Group. 
 
 Proposed by Cllr D. Clamp  Seconded by Cllr D. Lord 
 Approved by Members 

 
4. Terms of Reference 
To approve the proposed Terms of Reference for this task specific working group. 

   
The presented document was approved by all members of the group. 

 
5. Review of Playground Sites 
The purpose of the meeting is to discuss in detail, the summary report provided by the Playground 
Consultant.  
 
Mr Michael Carter from Sports and Play Consulting Ltd, presented his observations and ideas to the group. 

Following detailed discussions, the following actions were put though for recommendation to the FES 

Committee: 

KGV   

This area is well located for serving the greater neighbourhood; however, it is the most challenging and 

problematic playground of all the sites. The site is currently in a very poor condition, and as this is one of 
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only two sites for this area of Town, it was decided that the recommended investment of £80,000 should be 

seen as a priority, and the full investment be put forward for approval. 

Alkincoates 

This playground is in an excellent location and the equipment is in a reasonably good condition.  

It was decided that the creation of a destination playground at this site, is something that the Council 

should seriously consider in the future. A project like this, however, would require a considerably higher 

investment and one that is not really an option at this time. 

As we have just taken on the park, it would be fitting to invest in a few additions to the existing provision 

and a refurb of all existing equipment. The Consultant’s recommended figure of £20,000 will be put forward 

for approval. 

Millennium Green 

As the playground consultant’s recommendation is for investment outside of the existing play area, this is 

not something that the Council can consider. 

Hawley Street & Daisy Street 

Both playground sites are in areas with very poor access and were considered as low priority by the 

consultant. These sites are quite well used however, and they currently provide amenities for the immediate 

population that don’t necessarily have access to other play areas of Colne. 

It was decided that these sites, as they are only small, do not require investment in new equipment, 

however routine inspections, general repairs and maintenance will continue to be funded by the revenue 

budget. 

Waterside 

As there are two sites in close proximity, it makes sense to consolidate the play provision in the area and 

relocate the upper Junior Playground at the bottom of Exchange Street, to the lower, larger, flatter, Senior 

Playground off Waterside Road. This was the recommendation made by the Playground Consultant. 

Following discussion however, it was determined that the cost of relocating an item of play equipment, is 

considerably higher than installing a new piece of equipment. Consequently, the group decided that it 

would be better to close the upper play area (bottom of Exchange Street), and to use the money allocated 

for the Millennium Green site, to dispose of the equipment, remove the surfacing and to bring the land back 

to its original condition. Should there be any surplus funds left from the £10,0000, then this can be added to 

the investment figure for the lower site. 

The size of the site off Waterside Road does not lend itself to any more equipment but would benefit from 

an enhanced junior module. To accommodate possible growth, it was agreed that the Town Clerk would 

informally raise with Pendle Borough Council the possibility of extending this site.  

West Street 
 
This playground is in a good, central location in the main part of Town, that currently has low play value. 
The Group decided that the recommended investment of £12,500 be used to install new and more 
interesting equipment on this site, along with refurbishment of existing equipment and surfacing. 

 
6. Date & Time of Next Meeting 
The next meeting of the Playground Development Working Group is TBC. 


