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 24 January 2020 
 
Dear Councillors 
 
ROYAL AIR FORCE BATTLE OF BRITAIN 80TH ANNIVERSARY 
 
My name is Jeremy Lawton and I am the Officer Commanding Base Support Squadron at Royal 
Air Force Spadeadam in Cumbria.  I am writing to you with regards to the upcoming 80th 
anniversary of the Battle of Britain to ask for your support in marking this historic occasion  
 
You may recall that I wrote to all of the parish, town and county councils in 2017 to ask for support 
in helping to make the Royal Air Force’s centenary year in 2018 a truly regional event.  I am 
pleased to say that we were overwhelmed with the responses we received, with over one hundred 
councils replying to the letter pledging their support to mark the centenary in some way.  We 
understand that some councils held events unbeknownst to us, so it is likely that the figure of those 
who supported was actually much higher.     
 
Whilst, the 80th anniversary of the Battle of Britain will not be celebrated on the same scale, 
nevertheless it is an extremely important milestone in both the Royal Air Force’s and our nation’s 
history.  It is also poignant as the people who count themselves as ‘The Few’ and lived to tell the 
tale of their heroism, are sadly dwindling and the time left to show our gratitude for their bravery is 
getting short.     
 
The official dates of the battle are 10 July until 31 October 1940 with the annual ‘Battle of Britain 
Week’ scheduled to take place this year from 7 September to Sunday 13 September.  As the only 
Royal Air Force Station in the region I am writing to all local councils in Cumbria, Lancashire and 
South West Scotland to ask if you would be willing to mark the anniversary in some way.   
 
We would be hugely appreciative of any initiative, large or small, which promotes the 80th 
anniversary.  The only thing that we respectfully ask is that you inform us about what you are doing 
so we can ensure that we pass on to the upper echelons of the Royal Air Force exactly how 
supportive the North West of England and South West Scotland is.  
 
If you need any further information, please don’t hesitate to contact me using the contact details 
above or the Media and Communications Officer, Mrs Heidi Garstang.1  
 
Thank you for your attention in this matter. 
 

Jez Lawton 

 
Jeremy Lawton 
C2 
 
         

 
1 016977 49232  Heidi.Garstang976@mod.gov.uk 

mailto:jeremy.lawton877@mod.gov.uk
mailto:Heidi.Garstang976@mod.gov.uk

